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Honorable Norman A. McMeekin = =... 5. ees et ss cerca 
Woodsville, New Lxmeemtene Rae Nig Aenea 4 CoC oeetaat COE 
Dear Sirs) SEAS an eae Sh ee ee Rs SE 
“Ina conference of this ‘hate you have Sointad. put that R. Le tsei 

44, s..5, as amended by Laws 1945, c. 172 and by Laws 1951, c. 155, 
, makes provision that small towns' which are not. entitled to representa- 
tives in theGeneral Court in a given session may elect members to the 
County Convention; you inquire whether such members may sit and act in 
the County Delegation on matters’ which | have: been: referred to the” 

recres mar by the Lentslanire eee Ry SSL tas 





it While your inquiry must faacecancly involve hk qual teicer ee : 
of members of the Legislature -- a matter which: feta rename pith. that 
body -- I may state as follows.: oes Se ee 7 : ares 

It is my naiderata ating that a ecumty: P pelgueion 4005 “in “eefect = ae 

a Committee of the Legislature. © It is composed of those members of the © 
General Court who are elected from the towns in the county; to it are. 
referred matters pending in the Legislature which are local in nature, . 
and which are of particular interest to the particular county to the | | 
Delegation of which it is referred... The Delegation is, then, a legis- 
lative organ, dealing with matters ‘that are properly before the General 
Court; while the matters upon. which it deliberates may be of peculiar : 
concern to only one county, yet it. does so asa Part oF ee: BAS ee 
creating statute law. ‘se . 


To be sharply distinentohad 4 is the: cour: ‘Convention this. 
group is charged with the conducting of the affairs of the county, as 
such. Its powers are expressly enumerated in R.L. c. 44. See, e.g.,_ 
ss. 6,8,9, 12. The cited sections, it will be seen, treat of the 
corporate "affairs of the county, as the raising of taxes for the use 
of the county and the making of appropriations for the authorized purposes 
of the county, to name a few. The doings. of the Convention bind “jh, the. 
county; the sicobal pele sre does - not nt thee tat ae She a ees of Brn Laws « iy 
of the State. me Lees ek 








Honorable Norman A. McMeekin® 5s -e= March 25, 1953 





Prior.to the enactment of Laws "1.951: ec. 155 in 1951, the 


County Convention consisted “of the representatives of the towns in 


the county", R. L. c. 44, s. 5, the term “representative” referring to 
the representative in the General Court. See Act of June 12, 1801, : 
volume 7, Laws of New Hampshire, Second Constitutional. Period 23. The 
1951 statute, probably in recognition of the fact that certain towns | 
are not entitled to representatives inthe General Court at every | ee 


session and are therefore without voice in county. affairs during such 


sessions, enlarged the membership of the County Cohvention to include, ~_ 
in’ addition to the representatives of the ‘towns ih the county, "one. ~ 
member from each town which shall not then have a representative." 
Such members of the Convention have all the powers and duties of the 
other members of the Convention--but only in respect to matters : ene 
which are before the Convention..: But membership in the County Conven- 
tion does not make one automatically a member of the County Delegation.  - 
The fact that certain meetings of. the County Convention must, by 
statute, be held in Concord at the State House and at a time bearing  _ 
a relationship to the time when the General Court is in session, see ~~ 
R.L. c. 44, ss. S, 20 and 20-a, has no bearing upon the question... __ 
The time and place of the meetings. was undoubtedly fixed with refer- — 
ence to the original membership of the Convention, that is, the — 
"representatives. of the towns. ne ‘the eounty iy oR, GL. c. 44, 8. 5, - 
supra. , . Lp NE kN PS Regd rae iS ey 


eat 


You will recognize het lis’ spiiion is not inconsistent with © 
the views which I Sahn! in my letter of maemo £ 7, 2953. to ) Honorable 
ee Milley si eae ss 


Ney fa et 
Jolin N. Nassikas say tet 
peated Attorney General 


Copy to Representative Brungot 
" _" Representative Willey 





